The report of the clinical standard advisory group: standards of care for people with schizophrenia in the UK and implications for mental health nursing.
The Clinical Standards Advisory Group Schizophrenia Committee has spent two years (1993-1995) developing a standards protocol to assist all Purchasers and Providers with the task of producing optimum services for people with schizophrenia and other serious and enduring mental illnesses. This work has been underpinned by research that included visits to a representative sample of services throughout the UK. The report of this initiative, which was published in the summer of 1995, has many implications for mental health nursing. These include the continuing necessity to focus on serious mental illness; more effort to develop multidisciplinary working and the use of the Care Programme Approach; an increased focus on relevant training in case management and psychosocial interventions; the need to recognize physical health problems; the importance of medication management; and, as the Review of Mental Health Nursing emphasized, the issue of leadership should be targeted as a priority for action.